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NE of thoſe great Effefts, 
which length of Time is 


ſeen to being along with 


it, is the Alteration of the 
"annexed:2o, certain * 
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yy A SERMON eee 
the Paſſions and Bad Deſigus of Ot 
e tüm. e 
whichz even when it ſeems to affect 
only indifferent ars, ought in rea- 
© fon to be oppoſed, as it tends in its 

nature to confound Men's Notions in 


weightier Points; but, when it hath 
once invaded the moſt Sacred and Im- 


nt Subjects, ought, in Duty, to be 
= with a more open ad nic: 
guiſed Zeal, as what toucheth the ver 
Vitals of all that is good, A i ut 
going to. take from Men 8 yes: þ 
I Wrong. - 
ſexo 10 great Concern, is to have - 
courſe to the Originals of Things: 

the Law of Neaſon, in choſe Poing 
which can be traced back thither; and 
to the Declarations of Jeſus Chrif, and 
his immediate Followers, in 
ters, as took their Riſe ſolely- from 
thoſe Declarations. Fot the Caſe is 
plainly: this, that: Words and Sounds 
have had — Effect, (not upon the 


able, but a the Minds of Men in 
* wy 


ſuch-Mat- © 


Nature of Things, which is unmove- 


9 


be Pine. 3 
thinking of dem; that the very ſme 
Word remaining, * (which at firſt truly 
ted On certain Thing, ) by 
having Multitudes of new inconſiſtent 
Ideas, in every Age, and every Year, 
added to it, becomes it ſelf the greateſt . 
Hitdrance to the true underſtanding of 

rer 


to others — even the Father, 
i. 27. By Degrees. 


it ĩs come to 
5 in moſt of the Countries — 
| — World, the Performance of 
every thing almoſt, except Virtue aud 
Chanty ; z and particularly, a punctual 


Exactneſs in a Regard to particular 


Tides, Places, Forms, and Modes, di- 
vetfified accotding to the — His- 
mours of den; recommended and 


practiſed under the avowed Name of 
Eternal — ups 


* ſtances, are diffs 
3 aan ee we 4 
more then þ — Thick Things; 
"and in div on lem = | 


— 
| the 


ſicker 


— 
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led, and the Dimivution.of the Father; 
and the Worſhip: of other Bemngs be- 


fides,” and more t 


Underftandings of Men, neither Spirit 
| non T ruth; were at all concerned in the 
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is profeſs d, is 
that general Name; . and, | 
| | G | WS wr : — 


— 


—— 2 — | 


Praftices ; | Every thing that is: ſolemas 
dane, when othe Worſhip of 
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before Hin, 
"Vie ths 


ought to dave. 
che help of Men, and — 
fignify Hear and 


— 


of Art, is come to 
Flame, in ſuck a manner, and to ſuck 
2: degree; that) a Man may be in the 
beſt Diſpoſition in the World, and yet 
not be devout enough to Pray: and 
33 an honeft Perſon hath been pei# 
plex d, by this Means, with "Doubts 
and Fears of being uncapable of Pray. 
4 want of an intenſeneſi of Haar, 
h hath no more relation ti the 
Duty, than a Man's being in a Fever 
hath, to the Sincerity of his Profefſions, 
or Addrefles to any Eartbiy Prince. 
'Once-more; "the Love'of Gai, and 
affvar. Sevicer, was at firfty-in his own 
Words, and thoſe of St. Fobn, many 
times repeated, the keeping bis Cam- 
mandments, or doing bis Wi Joh. 14. 
15, 21, 22. ch. 15. 10. I Joh. 2. 5. 
2 6. But the Notion of it was, it 
leſt very jejune; and ſo hath 
been improved | Is later Flowers, till 
" the ſame Name, kern in the Lak 
guage 8 
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the Thing —— and firſt intend- 
ed; and is come by degrees to nify 
0 _ i foch fo JS 
it ſelf in ort of Expre- 
* and Diſorders, as other Paſſtons 
do: and this regulated and defined, by 
ſach. a Vari b Tmaginations, that | 
an ordinary Chriſtian, with the utmoſt 
Sincerity in his Heart. is filled with no- 
thing but eternal Suſpic ions, Doubts, 
and Perplexities, whether he bath any 
thing e lehe troe Love of God, or not. 
I have mentioned theſe Particulars, 
not only to ſhew-the Evil it (elf; and 
to ww great a Degree the Nature of 
Things hath ſuffered in-the Opinions of 
Men, by the Alteration of the Senſe of 
\thefawe Words and Sounds : but to give 
Occafion to obſerve, that there cun 
no Cure for it, in C briſtians, -bur to 
* back t to the New Teſtament it ſelf; be- 
_ cauſe there alone we ſhall find the Ori- 
ginal Intention of ſuch Words 7 or the 
Nature of the Thing s defign'd to be fig. 
 nified-by them, declares and fixed by 
* Lal, or his „ him, by 
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go A SERMON Preacbd 
fome ſuch Marks, as may, if we will 
attend to them, guide and guard us in 
our Notions of thoſe Matters, in which 
we are moſt of all concern'd. 
It is with this View, that I have cho- 
fas thoſe Words, in which our Lord 
himſelf declared the Nature of his own. 
Kingdom, This Kingdom of Cbriſt, is the 

ſame with the Church of Chrift. And 

| the Nation of the Church ot chriſt, which, 
at firſt, was only the Number, ſmall or 
great, of Thoſe who believed Him to 
be the Meſſab; or of Thoſe who ſub- 
jected themſelves to Him, as their King, 
zn the Affair of. Religion; having ſince 
that Time been ſo derte by the va- 
rious Alterations it hath mp that 
it. 1s almoſt impoſſible ſo much as to 
number up the many inconſiſtent Images 
that have come; by daily Additions, ro 
de united together in it: nothing, I 
think, can be more uſeful, than to con- 
fider the ſame thing, under ſome other 
Image, which hath not been ſo much u- 
ſed; nor conſequently ſo much defaced. 
And nee the | Inage of His n 
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n That, under which our Lord himſelf 
choſe to repreſent it: We may be ſure 
a that, if we ſincerely examine our No- 
| tion of his Church, by what He faith of 
| his Kingdom, that it is not of this World, 


we ſhall exclude out of it, every thing 
that he would have excluded ; and 
then, what remains will be true, pure, 
and uncorrupted. And what ] have to 
ſay, in order to this, will be compre- 
| hended under Two General Heads. 
I. As the Church of Chriſt is the King- 
dom of Chriſt, He himſelf is King: and 
in this it is implied, that He is him- 
ſelf the ſole Law-giver to his Subjects, 
and himſelf the ſole Judge of their Be- 
baviour, in the Affairs of Conſcierce and 
Eternal Salvation. And in this Senſe 
therefore, His Kingdom is nat 4 this 
1} . World; that He hath, in thoſe Points, 
left behind Him, no vifible, humane 
' Authority; no Vicezerents, who can be 
ſaid properly to ſupply his Place; no 
Interpreters, upon whom his Subjects are 
abſolutely to depend; no Judges over 
the Conſciences or Religion ot his Peo- 
1 * ple. 
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1 ple. For if this were fo, that any ſuch | 
'/ abſolute Vicegerent Authority, either for 
118 the making new Laws, or interpreting _ 
| | Old Ones, or judging his Subjects, in 


Religious Matters, were lodged in any 
| Men upon Earth; the Conſequence 
1 would be, that what ſtill retains the 
nl Name of the Church of Chriſt, would 
£8 not be the Kingdom of Chrift, but the 
Kingdom of thoſe Men, veſted with ſuch 
Authority. For, whoever hath ſuch an 


a King: and whoever can add new 
Laws to thoſe of Chriſt, equally obliga- 
tory, is as truly a King, as Chrift him- 
ſelf is: Nay, whoever hath an abſalute 
Authority to interpret any written, or 
ſpoken Laws; it is He, who is truly the 
Lam. giver, to all Intents and Purpoſes ; 
and not the Perſon who firft wrote, or 
ſpoke them. 3 
ln humane Society, the Interpretati- 
on of Laws may, of neceſſity, be lodged, 
in ſome Caſes, in the Hands of Thoſe 
who were not originally the Leægiſla- 
tors. But this 15 not abſolute; nor of bad 


Authority of making Laws, is fo far 
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Conſequence to Society: becauſe the Le- . 
giſlators can reſume the Interpretation in- 
to their own Hands, as they are Wit- 
neſſes to what paſſes in the World; and 
as They can, and will, ſenſibly interpoſe 
in all thoſe Caſes, in which their Inter- 
poſition becomes neceſſary. And there - 
fore, They are ftill properly the Lagiſla- 
tors. But it is otherwiſe in Religion, or 
the Kingdom of Chriſt. He himſelf ne- 
ver interpoſeth, fince his firſt Promul- 
gation of his Law, either to convey 
Infallibility to Such as pretend to handle 


. — e 


1e WASG 


-I is over again; or to aſſert the true un- 
=  terpretation of it, amidft the various and 
e contradictory Opinions of Men about ĩt. 


If He did certainly thus interpoſe, He 
himſelf would ſtill be the Eegiſlator. 
But, as He doth not; if ſuch an abſolute 
1 Authority be once lodged. with Men, 
under the Notion of Interpreters, They 
Cbriſt; and They rule in their own 
Kingdom, and not in His. 

Ic is the ſame thing, as to Rewards 
and Puniſhments, to carry forward the 
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Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience, or 
dom, and not in His. So it is, when- 
ever They ere Tribunals, and exerciſe 
Men; and aſſume to Themſelves the 


Hands, xl placing it in their own. 


by their declaring Themſelves to beV:ice- 
gerents, or Law makers, or Judges under 


his þ Kingdom. For i it comesto this at — 


A SERMON Preach d 
great End of his Kingdom. If any Men 
upon Earth have a Right to add to the 
Sant tions of his Laws; that is, to in- 
ereaſe the Number, or alter the Nature, 


of the Rewards and Puniſhments of his 


Salvation : They are ſo far Kings in his 
ſtead; and Reign in their own King- 


2 oment over the Conſciences of 


Determination of ſuch Points, as can- 
not be determined, but by One who 
knows the Hearts; or, when They 
make any of their own Declarations, 
or Deciſions, to concern and affect the 
State of Chriſt's Subjects, with regard 
to the Favour of God: this is fo far, 
the taking Chriſt's Kingdom out of His 


Nor-is this matter at all made better 


Ends of 


Chriſt, in order to carry on the 
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| the Kingdamof Chrif; it is eſſential to 
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22 31 ths fit to | Chriſt bim. . 


If toĩnterpaſe ſo as to prevent or reme - 


dy all their miſtakes and contradictions, 


or adding, Laws, and judgi 

en, in- ſuch a ſenſe, "at £ judging 
ſhall be indiſpenſably and e 
bliged to obey thoſe Laws, and to Tub. 
mit to thoſe Deciſſons; I fay, if They 
have this power lodged with them, then 
the Kingdom, in which they rule, is not 
oo Fw of ane but of Them: 


2 "4 E any Dna. 9 from 

os * guide or correct their 
Decifrns, They are Kings of this King- 
dom, and not Chriſt | Tſe us. 


I. therefore, the Church of cbriſ be 


it, that E 3 ey Sole Law- 
3 e b in 
Al pa ring to the — 
8 15 5 Pleaſure 
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| A SERMON Pe 
ſure of Almighty God; and that All 
is Subjects, in what Station ſoever they 


may be, are equally Subjeds to Him; 


and that No One of them, any more 
than Another, hath Anthyrity, either to 


make New A for Chriſt”s Subjects; or 


to impoſe a ſenſe upon the Id Ones, 
which is the ſame thing ; or to Fudge, 
Cenfure, or Puniſh, the Servants of Ano- 
ther Maſter; in matters relating purely to 
Conſcience, or Salvation. If any Perſon 
hath any other Notion, either thro a 
long Ufe of Words with Inconſiſtent 
Meanings, or thro a negligence of 
hr; jet him but ask himſelf, whe- 
ther the Church of Chriſt be the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, or not: And, if it be, whether 
this Notion of it doth not abfolutely ex- 
clude all other Legiſlators and Judges, in 


matters relating to Conſcience, or the fi 


vour of God ; or, whether it can be His 
Kingdom, if anyMortal Men have ſuch 
a Power of Legiſlation and Fa, ark in 
it. This Enquiry will bring Us ba 
to the firſt, which is the onl Ti 
Account of the Church of ( * 


* * 
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n in the mouth of 
2 Chriſtian: That it is the Number of 
en, whether Small or Great, whether 
Dipested or united, who truly and fin- 
cerely are Subjects * Chriſ alone, 
as their Law-giver and Fudge, in matters 


to _ Favour ofGod, and * 
Salvation. 


Du 


Il. The next principal point is, that; 
' if the Church be the Kingdom of Chrift ; 
and this Kingdom be not of this World: 
# this muſtappear from the Nature and End 
of the Laws of Chriſt; and of thoſe Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, which are the 
Sanction of his Laws. Now his Laws 
are Declarations, relating to the Favour 
of God in another State after this. They 
are Declarations of thoſe Conditions to 
be perform'd, in this World, onour part, 
3 which God will not . | 
Happy in that to come. And they areal- 
moſt All Appeals to the Will of 
that God; to his Nature, known by the 
Common Reaſon of Mankind; and to 


the imitation of that Nature, which muſt 
be our Fals. The Keeping bis Comes 
1 4 G | mandments © 
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mandments is declared the Way to Life; 
and the doing bis Will, the Entrance in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. The being 
SubjeSs to Chriſt, is to this very End, that 


perform the Will of God. The Laws of 
this Kingdom, therefore, as Chriſt left 
them, have nothing of this World in 
their view; no Tendency, either to the 
Exaltation of Some, in worldly pomp and 
dignity; or to their abſolute Dominion 
over the Faith and Religious conduct of 
Others of his Subjects; or to the erecting 
of any fort of Temporal Kingdom, under 
the Covert and Name of a Spiritual one. 

The Sanctions of Chriſt's Law are Re- 
wards and Puniſbments. 


ſort? Not the Rewards of this World; 


not the pains of Priſons, Baniſbments, 
Fines, or any leſſer and more Moderate 
Penalties; - Nay, not the much leſſer Ne- 


mane Society. He was far from thinking 
that Theſe could be the Inſtruments of 
ſuch a Perſwaſion, as He thought accepta- 
ble to God. But, as the Great End of 


We may the better and more effectually 


But of what 
| Not the Offices, or Glories, of this State; . 


gative Diſcouragements that belong to Hu- | 


| 
| 


— 
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Before the KING 1 
his Kingdom, was to guide Men to Hap- 
pineſs, after the ſhort Images of it were 
over here below; ſo, He took his Mo- 
tives from that place, where His Kng- 
dom firſt began, and where it was at laſt 
to end; from thoſe Rewards and Puniſb- 
mente in a future State, which had no 
relation to this World: And, to ſhew 
that his Kingdom was not of this World, 
all the SanGons which He thought fit to 
give to His Laws, were not of this World 
at all. 
St. Paul underſtood this ſo well, that 
He gives an Account of His own Con- 
duct, and that of Others in the ſame 
Station, in theſe words, Knowing the ter- 
rors of the Lord, we perſwade men: where- 
as, in too many Chriſtian Countries, ſince 
his days, if Some, who profeſs to ſucceed 
Him, were to give an Account of their 
own Conduct, it muſt be in a quite con- 
trary ſtrain; Knowing the terrors of this 
World, and having them in our power, 
We do, not perſwade men, but force their 
— Frofeſſion againſt their inward 
Na, wherever this is practis d, 
| | = - 
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ther in a great er, of a mal, in that 
lace there 1s {yk 


| from a 
ingdom which is not 


of this world, to a 
Kingdom which 5s of this world. As ſoon 


as ever you hear of any of the Engines 
of this world, whether of the greater, or 
the leſſer ſort, rt, you muſt immediately 
think that then, and fo far, the King- 


dum e this world takes place. For, if the |þ 


very Eſſence of God's worſhip be Spirit 
and Truth; If Religion be Virtue and Cha - 
rity, under the Belief of a Supreme Go- 

yernour and Judge; if True Real Faith 
. eannot be the effect of Force; and, if there 
can be no Reward where there is no Wit 
ling Choice: then, in all, or any of theſe 
Cales, toapply Force or Flattery, World- 
ly pleaſure or pain; is to act contrary to 
the Intereſts of True Religion, as it is 
pla y oppoſite to the Maxims upon 
h Chrift founded his Kingdom; who 
choſe the Motive which are ict of this 
world, to ſupport a Kingdom which ig not 
of this world. And i it is too vi- 
fible to be bid, that wherever the Re- 
ward and Puiii ments are changed, from 
* o prelede, ent, from the World to 


come 


Dominion; and the Puniſhments are, 


did St. Pau; 9—— the Swor 


before the KING 2t 


come, to the World now in poſſeſſion; 


| there, the Kingdom founded by our Sa- 


viour is, in the Nature of it, ſo far chan- 
ged, that it is become, is lach 2 degree, 
what He profeſſed, His Kingdom was not : 

that is, of this world; of the fame ſort 
with other Common Earthly Kingdoms, 


in which the Rewards are, Worldly Ho. 
nours, Poſts, Offices, Pomp, — wk 


Priſons, Fines, Baniſhments, Gallies and 
Racks; cr ng Leſs, of the ſame 
ſort. 


If theſe ſe can be the true ſupports of a 
is wat of this World then 


— . e Hypocriſy; Religion, and 


No No Rehe ion; Force, pa. Perſwafion; A 
Willing Choice, ad a 2 Heart: 
are become the free : Track and 
Falſhood ſtand in need of the {ame me- 
thods, to propagate and ſu them; 
and our — himſelf 9 ac- 
ed wich the Right way of increa - 
the Number of ſuch Subjecte, as He 
1 for. If He had but at firſt en- 
lighten'd the Powers of this World, 3 


which 


22 4 SERMON Preachd 
which They bore, and the Favours They 
had in their hands, to bring SubjeSs into 
his Kingdom; this had been an Expedi- 
tious and an effectual way, according to 
the Conduct of ſome of his Fol- 
lowers, to have had a Glorious and Exten- 
five Kingdom, or Church. But this was 
not his Deſign; unleſs it could be com- 


paaſſed in quite a different way. 


And therefore, when You ſee Our Lord, 
in bis methods, ſo far removed from 
Thoſe of Many of his Diſciples; when 
You read Nothing, in his Doctrine about 
his own Kingdom, of taking in the Con- 
cerns of this World, and mixing them 
wich thoſe of Eternity; 


this preſent State ſhould in any Caſe at- 
tend upon Conſcience and Religion ; 
No Rules againſt the Enquiry of All His 
Subjects into his Original Meſſage from 
Heaven; no Orders for the kind andchari- 
table force of Penalties, or Capital Pun- 
iſbments, to make Men think and. chuſe 
aright ; no Calling upon the ſecular Arm, 
Cbriſtian, to inſorce his Doctrines, or 

to 
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to back his Spiritual Authority; but, on 
the contrary, as plain a Declaration as a 
few Words can make, that His Kingdom 
is not of this World: I ſay, when You 

ſee this, from the whole Tenor of the 
Goſpel, ſo vaſtly oppoſite to Many who 
take his Name into their Koide the 
Queſtion with you ought to be, Whe- 
ther He did not know the Nature of his 
own Kingdom, or Church, better than Any 


|  fince his Time? whether you can ſup- 


poſe, He left any ſuch matters to be de- 

_ cided againſt Himſelf, and his own Ex- 

- profeſſions; and, whether if an 
A 


ngel from Heaven ſhould give you any 
to 


Account of bis Kingdom, contrary 
what He himſelf hath done, it can be of 


any Weight, or Authority, with Chri- 
ſtians. 


I have now made ſome ſuch obſerva- 
tions, — 
Kingdom of Chrift, and not of any Men 

in that ingaam; from the Nature of his 
Laws, and from thoſe Rewards and Pun- 
iſoments, which are the Sanctions of thoſe 
Laws; as lead us naturally into the true 
Notion of the Church, or Kingdom, of 
Chriſt, 


nn \ 4 * 
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or Three Obſervations, 


bliſhed, and deſires to reign in; but ur- 
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Gbrift, by excluding out of it every thing 
giver and Judge; as well as with the 
Nature of His Laws, and of His promiſes 
and Threatnings. I will only make Two 


upon 


this: And fo conclude. And 

1. From what hath been ſaid it is ve- 
ry plain, in general, that the Groſſeſt 
Miſtakes in Judgment, about the Nature 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, or Church, have ari- 
ſen from hence, that Men have argued 
from Other viſible Soczeties, and Other 


. Viſible Kingdoms of this World, to what 


ought to be Viſible, and Senſible, in His 
Kingdom: Conſtantly leaving out of their 
Notion, the moſt Eſſential Part of it, that 
Chrift is King in his own Kingdom; for- 
getting this King himlelf, becauſe He is 
not now ſeen by mortal Eyes; and Sub- 
ſtituting Others in his Place, as Lan- gi- 
vers and Judges, in the ſame Points, in 
which He muſt either Alone, or not at 


all, be Law-giver and Judge; not con- 


tented with ſuch a Kingdom as He eſta- 


Bing 


— 
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and: contending, that Hzs 
BE bo ike Ocber Kongo. Whereas. 
He hath. poſitively warn'd them againſt 
any ſuch Arguings, by affuring Them 
that this Kingdow is Hi Kingdom, and 
that it is not of this World; and, there- 
fore that No owe of His Subjedts is Las- 
giver and Fudge over Others of them, in 
matters relating to Selvation, but He 
alone; and:that We muſt nge Frame ons 
Ideas from the of this World, of 
what oughe to be, in a viſible and ſen- 
. 6 2 


2. nn 155 
pears that the Kingdom of Chrift, w 
is the Church of Chriſt, the lente of 
Perſons who are Sincerely , and Willing- 
ly, Subjefis to Him, as Longs a 
Judge, in all matters truly r 
Donſrience, of. Eternal Salvation. And 
- themorecloſe and immediate this Regard 
- th. Him is, ' the: more certainly and the 
mare evidently true it is, that They are 
of his Kingdom. This may appear fully 
to their own Satisfaction, if They have 
2 dc 


to 
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26 A SERMON Nb 
if They think it a ſofficient Authority 
that He hath declared the Conditions of 
heir Salvation, and that No Man upon 
Farth hath any A to declare any 
other, ; ED: 
olve to what ſee, 
Pie Lahe een, n 
ts mortal, wich che abſolute direction 
of their Conſciences, the pardon of their 
Sins, ene ee 
nr 
who alone can bring to * 
den things of darkneſs. 
If They feel +". Ol diſpoſ 


bl and 
refolved to receive the Words of Eternal 
Life from Himel; to take their Faith 
from what He himſelf once 
who knew better than All che reft of the 
World what He r of his own 
"og ; to direct their Worſbip by his 
and their whole Practice by the 
General Law which He laid down :- If 
on, may be very-certulzthee They 
are truly his Subject, and Members of 
| his Kinga. Nor need They envy the 
3 Happineſs of Othere, a 
o 
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longing to the Kingdow.o C 5 On 
They ker her La givers Judy: 
os. ts Cheats Religiow, | — Fes 
Chriſt; a ew memes ew 
bis own Words, but the Words of Others 
who profeſs to interpret them; that They 
are ready to Submit to this Interpretation, 
let it be what it will; that They have 
ſet up to Themſelves 9 
_ both in 
ile Author, in Words unde 
12 Chit but in deed and in truth 
over Him; as it removes the minds of 
his Sbjedt from Himſelf, to Weak, and 
paſſionate Men; and as it claims the 
fame Rule and Power in bis Kingdom, 
which He himſelf aloze can have. But, 


me will be Another * 


evidently deſtroys the Rule _ 
2 


Cri, as King, to 
—— are mdpen 


in His K 2 
ly and 
abſolutely obliged to Submit their Con- 
e {ciences, or their Conduct, in what is 
properly called Religion, There are ſome 

1 2 2 Pro- 
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Profeſſed Chriſtians, who contend 

ly for ſuch an Authority, as indiſ — 
obliges All around Them to Unity of 
Profeſſion; that is, to Profeſs even * 
They do not, wits cannot, believe 
to be true. This ſounds ſo groſsly, that 
Others, who think They act a glorious 


part in oppoſing ſuch an Enormity, are 
very willing, for their own fakes, to re- 
tain ſuch an Authority as ſhall oblige 
Men, whatever They themſelves think, 
though not to profeſs what They do not 
believe, yet, to forbear the profeſſion and 


publication of what They do believe, let 
them believe it of never ſo 3 


nee. 


Both theſe — are See up- 


on the miſtaken Notion of the Peace, as 
well as Authority, of the Kingdom, that 
is the Church, of 22 Which of them 


is the moſt inſupportable to an honeſt 


and a Chriſtian mind, I am not able to 
ſay: becauſe They both equally found 
the Authority of the Church of Chriſt, up- 
on the ruines of Si and Common 
; and miſtake Stupidity and Sitep, 
to Fame; becauſe nd * 


* 
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have prevented All Reformation 
chere it hath been, and will for ever 
prevent it where it is not already; and, 
ord, becauſe both equally deveſt 


in a W 
Telus Chrift of his Empire in bis own 
1 ſet the 1 of his Sub- 3 
jefs looſe from Himſelf, and teach them x j 
to proſtitute their Conſciences at the feet | 
of Others, who have no right in ſuch a : 
manner to trample upon them. — 
The Peace of Chrift's Kin sa 
manly and Reaſonable Peace; builtupon 


Charity, and Love, and mutual forbear- 
ance, and receiving one another, as God 
receives us. As for any other Peace; 


founded 


T AAA O11 0O6G A Anna ms 


upon a Submiſſion of our Ho- 

neſty, as well as our Vnderftandings; it 
_ I$ is falſely fo called. It is not the Peace 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt; but the Le- 
thargy of it: and a Sleep unto Death, 
relation to Him; fix their ſubjection to 
Others; and even in Caſes, where They 
have a right to ſee, and where They 
think They ſee, his Will otherwiſe, ſhall 
ſhut their Eyes and go blindfold at the 
Command of Ober-; becauſe thoſe Orbens 
* aro 
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2. ASERNON Preadh'd 
not pleas'd with their E into 
the Wil of teirgretLod nd Judge, | 


To conelude, The Church. of 'C of Chriſt 
is the Kingdom of Chriſt He is King in 
his own He is Sole Las. giver 
to his Subzecks, and Sole Judge, in mat⸗ 
ters relating to Salvation. His Laws and 
Sanctiont are plainly fixed: and relate 
to the Favout of God; and not at all ta 
the Rewards, or Penalties, of this World. 
All his Subjects are equally his Subjecta; 
and, as ſuch, equally without Anthozity 
to alter, to add to, or to 5 his 
| Ls ſo, as to claim the abſolute Sub- 
miſſion of Others to ſuch 1 
And All are His SubjeSs, ns in his 
Kingdom, who are ruled and governed 
by Flew. 'Their Faith was once deliver- 
by Him. The Conditions of their 
8 laid down by Hime. 
The Nature of Gods Morſpip was once 
pechared by Him. And it is eaſy to 
judge, whether of the Two is Rv: 4 be- 
 comipg a Subject ofthe Kingdom of Chrift, 
22 Member of his Church; to ſeek 
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before the KING * 
ſhort Declarations of their Ting and Lan. 
giver himſelf: or to hunt after Them thro 
the infinite contradictions, the number- 

3 the endleſs diſputes, of 
till the En- 


— . 
nal Salvation: and, without fear of Man's 
judgment, live and act as becomes Thoſe 

who wait for the of an All 
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